The role of MR imaging in the diagnostic characterisation of appendicular bone tumours and tumour-like conditions.
MRI has an established role in the local staging of primary bone tumours. However, as the majority of tumours have non-specific appearances on MRI, the diagnosis is usually established on the basis of clinical history, plain film findings and biopsy. This article reviews the value of MRI in the further characterisation of appendicular bone tumours and tumour-like lesions, with particular reference to peri-lesional oedema, fluid-fluid levels, flow voids, fat signal, cartilage signal and dedifferentiation. These features are a useful adjunct for distinguishing between benign and malignant disease, pointing towards a more specific diagnosis, and guiding biopsy.